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Transaction Rationales 

Sells/reductions 

AspenTech: Taking profit  

We take profit in AspenTech as the expected pick-
up in growth of the company gets delayed further 
despite the improved fundamentals of the 
businesses sectors that AspenTech sells to (oil & 
chemicals). That raises questions regarding some 
of the base assumptions of our investment case. 
The muted reaction of the market to the upgraded 
outlook the company announced yesterday 
confirms our doubts regarding the company’s 
growth outlook. 

What’s more, we do not find rational for the 
proposed reverse take-over from Emerson very 
convincing and the merged company under control 
of Emerson will be quite different from the one we 
invested in originally. In addition, when looking at 
the growth challenges AspenTech faces in its 
original business, the merger may turn into an 
unwelcomed distraction. The latest interactions with management could not clear those doubts.  Last but not 
least, the company’s appetite for further acquisitions also adds M&A risk. Therefore, we sell AspenTech and 
wait for opportunities to re-invest the sales proceeds.   

 

 

McCormick:  Sell 

We take profit in McCormick after the rise in the 
stock after today’s quarterly report as valuation 
looks increasingly stretched after we had to 
reduce our growth estimates over the past 
months. While the company grows faster than 
other food companies, its premium multiple and 
the strong rebound of the stock price in recent 
months make the shares vulnerable in an 
environment where investor are favoring lower 
priced stocks. 

Therefore, we sell McCormick into strength and 
wait for opportunities to re-invest the sales 
proceeds.   

 

 

 

With kind regards, 

Emerald Wealth Partners AG, Investment Office 

  

Chart since inception:  Aspen vs. the MSCI World 
and the Sector 

 

Source: Bloomberg Data range: 03.03.2020– 27.01.2022 

Total return in USD Note: past performance is not a reliable indicator of future results 

Chart since inception: McCormick vs. Sector & 
MSCI World:   

 

Source: Bloomberg Data range: Data range: 03.09.2019 – 27.01.2022 

Total return in USD Note: past performance is not a reliable indicator of future results 
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Disclaimer / Important Information 
This document has been prepared and distributed by Emerald Wealth Partners AG based on various reliable research 
information. Although it may contain contributions of research analysts or quote research reports, it is not investment 
research or a research recommendation for regulatory purposes as it does not constitute substantive research or analysis. 
Some of the articles quoted in this document may have been published on Bloomberg by various trustful research 
providers and may be found on the research providers’ website, including the necessary disclaimers and disclosure 
statements.  

It is directed to a professional audience including prospects and not intended for distribution to, or use by, any person or 
entity that is citizen or resident of, or located in any jurisdiction where such distribution, publication, availability or use 
would be unauthorized or otherwise contrary to applicable law or regulations. Information, tools and material presented in 
this document are provided for information purposes only and are not to be used or considered as an offer or solicitation to 
buy, sell or subscribe any securities or other financial instruments. Any information including facts, opinions or quotations, 
may be condensed or summarized and is expressed as of the date of writing.  

The information contained in this document has been provided as a general market commentary only and does not 
constitute any form of regulated financial advice, legal, tax or other regulated service. It does not take into account the 
financial objectives, situation or needs of any persons, which are necessary considerations before making any investment 
decision. Emerald Wealth Partners does not advise on the tax consequences of investments and you are advised to 
contact a tax advisor should you have any questions in this regard. The information provided is not intended to provide a 
sufficient basis on which to make an investment decision and is not a personal recommendation or investment advice. It is 
intended only to provide observations and views of Emerald Wealth Partners AG at the date of writing, regardless of the 
date on which the reader may receive or access the information. Observations and views contained in this document may 
change at any time without notice and with no obligation to update. The information may change without notice and 
Emerald Wealth Partners AG is under no obligation to ensure that such updates are brought to your attention. Accordingly, 
Emerald Wealth Partners AG accepts no liability for any loss arising from the use of this document. 

Emerald Wealth Partners AG partners, affiliates and/or their employees may have a position or holding, or other material 
interest or effect transactions in any securities mentioned or options thereon, or other investments related thereto and from 
time to time may add to or dispose of such investments. 

To the extent that this document contains statements about future performance, such statements are forward looking and 
subject to a number of risks and uncertainties. Information and opinions presented in this document have been obtained or 
derived from sources which in the opinion of Emerald Wealth Partners AG are reliable, but Emerald Wealth Partners AG 
makes no representation as to their accuracy or completeness. Emerald Wealth Partners AG accepts no liability for a loss 
arising from the use of this document.  

Unless indicated to the contrary, all figures are unaudited. All valuations mentioned herein are subject to Emerald Wealth 
Partners AG valuation policies and procedures. It should be noted that historical returns and financial market scenarios are 
no guarantee of future performance. The price and value of investments mentioned and any income that might accrue 
could fall or rise or fluctuate. Past performance is not a guide to future performance. If an investment is denominated in a 
currency other than your base currency, changes in the rate of exchange may have an adverse effect on value, price or 
income. 

Investments may have no public market or only a restricted secondary market. Where a secondary market exists, it is not 
possible to predict the price at which investments will trade in the market or whether such market will be liquid or illiquid. 
The retention of value of a bond is dependent on the creditworthiness of the Issuer and/or Guarantor (as applicable), which 
may change over the term of the bond. In the event of default by the Issuer and/or Guarantor of the bond, the bond or any 
income derived from it is not guaranteed and you may get back none of, or less than, what was originally invested. Parties 
other than the Issuer or Guarantor (as appropriate) (for instance the Lead Manager, Calculation Agent or Paying Agent) do 
neither guarantee repayment of the invested capital nor financial return on the investment product, if nothing is indicated to 
the contrary.  

The distribution of this document and the offer and sale of the investment in certain jurisdictions may be forbidden or 
restricted by law or regulation. This document is not directed to, or intended for distribution to or use by any person or 
entity who is a citizen or resident of, or is located in, any jurisdiction where such distribution, publication, availability or use 
would be contrary to applicable law or regulation. This document has been furnished to the recipient and should not be re-
distributed without the express written consent of Emerald Wealth Partners AG. For further information, please refer to 
your contact person at Emerald Wealth Partners AG. 

This material may not be published or reproduced, in all or in part, without the prior written express consent of Emerald 
Wealth Partners AG. 
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